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In Tyne & Wear in May 2009 the main features were:

e 38,414 people, 7.7% of the labour force, claimed unemployment benefits (Table 2. Note: rates in this table use new,
2007, denominators).

e  Claimant unemployment count statistics for current (2004) wards are provided in Appendix 1 (with maps on pages 2-
4) (Note: these tables and maps use new, 2007, denominators).

e In the month to May, the unadjusted claimant count fell in Tyne & Wear (-149, -0.4%), but rose regionally by
+0.2%, and in the UK by +0.5% (Table 2). The claimant count fell in three Tyne & Wear Districts. The fastest fall
was in Gateshead (-112, -1.8%). The claimant count rose fastest in Newcastle (44, +0.5%).

* Inthe UK, the [seasonally adjusted] claimant count rose by 39,300 in May 2009 (up 2.6%). (The claimant count
has not been higher since August 1997). The UK claimant count rose by 73,700 in March 2009 and 57,100 in April
2009 [This trajectory suggests a rise of about 0.6m, in 2009]. Compared to a year ago, the UK seasonally adjusted
claimant count is 726,100 higher (up 88.7%). The UK claimant count was 1.54 million, the rate is 4.8% (Table 1).

e  The claimant count, compared to a year ago, is higher locally, regionally and in the UK generally by over 68%.
Compared to a year ago, the claimant count is +68.3% (+15,593) higher in Tyne & Wear, +71.9% higher in the North
East and +88.1% higher in the UK. At Tyne & Wear district level, the claimant count is over 53% higher in all five
districts compared to a year ago. The fastest rise was in Sunderland (+5,444, +94.3%) and the slowest in Newcastle
(+3,053, +53.7%). (Table 2).

e  The North East seasonally adjusted claimant count rose 2,000 to 84,900 in May, up 35,600 over the year (Table
1). The North East has the highest regional rate in the UK (7.0%). The South East had the lowest regional rate
(3.4%). The claimant count rate in the month to May increased in all Government Office Regions, with the highest
rise in the NE, Yorkshire & The Humber, N. Ireland and North West (all up +0.2pp). All other regions rose by
+0.1pp. (All seasonally adjusted).

Note: seasonally adjusted claimant count data in this broadsheet are provisional and are revised by ONS the following
month.

Labour Force Survey (LFS) Estimates

Labour Force Survey (LFS) estimates, particularly for the North East and Tyne & Wear, are subject to sampling
variability*. The following therefore gives the probable direction of change. Over the year to April 2009, in the North
East the LFS indicates that the trend in the employment rate is down, -1.2 percentage points on the year at 69.4%. The
North East unemployment rate in the quarter to April 2009 was 8.3%, up 1.2 pp on a year earlier.

In the UK the LFS shows a fall in the number of people in employment (down 271,000 over the quarter to April 2009) and
in the employment rate (73.3%, down 0.8 pp). The number of workforce jobs in the UK, was down in March 2009 by
455,000 on a year earlier (a fall of about 1.5%). (The sector with the largest quarterly fall was manufacturing, down
78,000). The UK unemployment rate in the 3 months to April 2009 was 7.2%, up 1.9pp from a year earlier. This is
significantly higher than a year ago.

(*95% of estimates of UK rates will be within +/-0.2 percentage points of the actual unemployment rate and in the North
East about +/-1.3 percentage points of the actual rate).

12-month averages from the Annual Population Survey (APS) give more robust unemployment rates. In Tyne & Wear
for the 12 months to September 2008, estimated ILO unemployment was 36,500 or 7.1% (unadjusted) (Table 5).
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Mote: Rates are the number of unemployed as a percentage
of the estimated labour force (the economically active
population), at mid-2007 (TWRI ests. based on ONS
population estimates).

Source: Office for National Statistics, Tyne &Wear Research
and Information. Mapped by TWRI, @ Crown Copyright,
2008, All rights reserved (Tyne & VWear Research and
Infarmation) (Licence Mo 10002987) (June 2009).
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