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Unemployment in Tyne & Wear: July 2009  
Published: August 2009 

 

In Tyne & Wear in July 2009 the main features were:  
 

• 38,236 people, 7.6% of the labour force, claimed unemployment benefits (Table 2. Note: from May data, rates in this 

table use new, 2007, denominators). 

• Claimant unemployment count statistics for current (2004) wards are provided in Appendix 1 (with maps on pages 2-

4) (Note: these tables and maps use new, 2007, denominators).  

• In the month to July, the unadjusted claimant count rose in Tyne & Wear (563, 1.5%), regionally by  

0.7%, and in the UK by 1.3% (Table 2).  The claimant count rose in four Tyne & Wear Districts.  It fell in 

Sunderland (-125, -1.2%).  The fastest rise was in Newcastle (+337 3.9%). 

• In the UK, the [seasonally adjusted] claimant count rose by 24,900 in July 2009 (up 1.6%).  The UK claimant 

count was 1.58 million, a rate of 4.9%, its highest level for 12 years.  (The claimant count measures the number of 

people claiming Jobseeker Allowance.)  The UK claimant count rose by 30,800 in May 2009 and 21,500 in June 

2009.  Compared to a year ago, the UK seasonally adjusted claimant count is 709,000 higher (up 81.1%).  (Table 1). 

• The claimant count, compared to a year ago, is higher locally, regionally and in the UK.  Compared to a year 

ago, the claimant count is +66.2% (+15,230) higher in Tyne & Wear, +67.8% higher in the North East and +80.6% 

higher in the UK.  The claimant count rose in all districts in Tyne & Wear, compared to a year ago.  The fastest rise 

was in Sunderland (+4,782, +81.6%) and the slowest in Newcastle (+3,267, +56.2%). (Table 2). 

• The North East seasonally adjusted claimant count rose 1,100 to 86,700 in July, up 34,500 over the year (Table 

1).  The North East has the highest regional rate in the UK (7.2%). The South East had the lowest regional rate 

(3.4%).  (All seasonally adjusted). 

Note: seasonally adjusted claimant count data in this broadsheet are provisional and are revised by ONS the following 

month. 

Labour Force Survey (LFS) Estimates 

 
Labour Force Survey (LFS) estimates, particularly for the North East and Tyne & Wear, are subject to sampling 

variability*.  The following therefore gives the probable direction of change.  Over the year to June 2009, in the North East 

the LFS indicates that the trend in the employment rate is down, -2.8 percentage points on the year at 67.3%.  The North 

East unemployment rate in the quarter to June 2009 was 9.8%, up 2.3 pp on a year earlier. 

 

In the UK the LFS shows a fall in the number of people in employment (down 271,000 over the quarter to June 2009) and 

in the employment rate (72.7%, down 0.9pp). The number of workforce jobs in the UK, was down in March 2009 by 

455,000 on a year earlier (a fall of about 1.5%).  (The sector with the largest quarterly fall was manufacturing, down 

78,000).  The UK unemployment rate in the 3 months to June 2009 was 7.8%, up 2.4pp from a year earlier. This is 

significantly higher than a year ago. UK unemployment rose by 220,000 in the 3 months to March 2009. 

 

(*95% of estimates of UK rates will be within +/-0.2 percentage points of the actual unemployment rate and in the North 

East about +/-1.3 percentage points of the actual rate). 

 

12-month averages from the Annual Population Survey (APS) give more robust unemployment rates.  In Tyne & Wear 

for the 12 months to December 2008, estimated ILO unemployment was 41,900 or 8.0% (unadjusted) (Table 5).   

 

ONS have issued new modelled estimates of (ILO) unemployment for Parliamentary Constituencies (as well as LA 

Districts).  These are experimental statistics.  The estimates will be updated quarterly.  The latest estimates are available on 

the ONS website (http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_labour/Model_Based_Unemployment_Data.xls). 

 



Unemployment in Tyne & Wear: July 2009  

 

2 Tyne & Wear Research and Information 

 

CLAIMANT COUNT UNEMPLOYMENT 

 



Unemployment in Tyne & Wear: July 2009 

 

Tyne & Wear Research and Information  3  

 
 
 


