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KEY POINTS 
 
Geography and Communications 

• Tyne & Wear is made up of five administrative Local Authorities consisting of the Cities of 
Newcastle and Sunderland and the Metropolitan Boroughs of Gateshead, North and South 
Tyneside (§2.0) 

• The county covers little more than 5% of the land area in the North East, but houses over 40% of 
its population (§2.1) 

 
The People and Communities 

• The population of Tyne & Wear is declining, mainly due to migration trends rather than the 
effects of births or deaths. (§3.1) 

• The number of households in Tyne & Wear has declined since 2000, despite previous upward 
trends as residents chose to live in smaller households. (§3.2) 

 
Living Standards 

• The North East has the fifth-highest level of household income in the UK, but is relatively more 
dependent on Social Security benefits. (§4.1) 

• In 2003, 65.9% of dwellings in the North East were owner-occupied. This was amongst the 
lowest proportions recorded for regions in England. (§4.4) 

• House prices in Tyne & Wear are amongst the lowest in England. However, between the second 
quarters of 2002 and 2003, the average price of a property in Tyne & Wear rose by 25.8%, 
compared to 21.3% in the North East and just 11.6% in England. (§4.4 & §7.1) 

• People living in Tyne & Wear generally experience poorer levels of health than those living 
elsewhere in the country. (§4.5) 

• Tyne & Wear has three universities in addition to the Open University, which operates courses 
from offices in Newcastle. (§4.7) 

• In 2002/03, 46.3% of 15 year old pupils in Tyne & Wear achieved five or more A*-C passes at 
GCSE. This figure is much lower than the English average of 51.1%. (§4.7) 

• In 2001, 68% of 16 year olds and 53% of 17 year olds in Tyne & Wear remained in full-time 
education, much lower than the England averages of 71% and 58% respectively. (§4.7) 

 
Leisure and Lifestyle  

• Tyne & Wear has a strong tradition of sporting activity, supported by a range of state-of-the-art 
facilities and sporting stadia. (§5.1) 

• The cultural sector is a significant source of employment in the North. (§5.2) 

• Tyne & Wear has a number of renowned theatres, museums, festivals, parks and gardens. (§5.3) 

• A number of new cultural facilities have recently opened or are currently under development in 
Tyne & Wear.  The Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art opened in July 2002. The Sage 
Gateshead, formerly the Music Centre Gateshead is due to open in late 2004. (§5.5) 

• Tyne & Wear has many quality shopping precincts including: Gateshead MetroCentre, 
Newcastle Eldon Square, Eldon Gardens, Monument Mall and Sunderland Bridges. (§5.5) 
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Environment 

• Measures of atmospheric pollution indicate that the air quality in Tyne & Wear is becoming 
cleaner at least with respect to concentration levels of sulphur dioxide (SO2) for Newcastle, which 
dropped 29% between 2001 and 2002. (§6.1) 

• The total number of public transport boardings in Tyne & Wear has fallen by over 50% since 
the mid-1980s. However, between 2001/02 and 2002/03, total annual Metro boardings rose by 
9.9%. (§6.2) 

 
The Local Economy 

• GVA per capita in Tyne & Wear, in 2001, was approximately 15% below the UK average. 
(§7.1) 

• Despite the slowing growth in the UK economy, consumer spending rose by 3.1% in the first 
quarter 2003 compared to a year earlier. (§7.1) 

• Tyne & Wear has a relatively weak business base. (§7.2) 

• Tyne & Wear is more dependent on manufacturing than GB, but less so than the North East. 
(§7.3) 

• In 1997, the average size of manufacturing establishments in Tyne & Wear was significantly 
larger than the UK average. Between 1993 and 1997 productivity fell further below the UK 
average. (§7.3) 

 
Labour Market 

• Average earnings in Tyne & Wear are significantly lower than the GB average. The gap in 
earnings relative to Great Britain is much larger in percentage terms for men than women. (§8.2) 

• In January 2004, the claimant unemployment rate for Tyne & Wear was higher than the UK, 
despite a greater proportionate decline in all Tyne & Wear Districts over the year. (§8.3) 

• Tyne & Wear accounted for 3.2% of GB participants on New Deal for Young People and 4% on 
ND25+. This reflects both early participation as a ‘Pathfinder’ area and above-average 
unemployment in the county. (§8.3) 

• Tyne & Wear has just over 71,000 people on Incapacity Benefit (IB). (§8.4) 
 
Infrastructure Developments 

• Several sections of Tyne & Wear’s road network are undergoing expansion, redevelopment and 
improvement. A plan for a second Tyne Tunnel is the most notable development. (§9.0) 

• Official Government backing for expansion plans at Newcastle Airport  is still awaited by the 
organisations directors. (§9.0) 

• Major expansions at Gosforth, Newcastle by Northern Rock Plc are expected to generate up to 
nearly 4,000 new jobs. (§9.0) 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Tyne & Wear Profile 2004 is produced by Tyne & Wear Research and Information to give an in-
depth coverage of various topics of interest in Tyne & Wear, including geography; people; local 
economy; employment and living standards. 
 
Much of the coverage in this profile features information and data maintained by TWRI. Summary 
statistics for many of the categories are available on the Tyne & Wear Fact Cards 2004 for Tyne & 
Wear Metropolitan County and its 5 districts 
 
Data collated from official sources is generally in time-series format and therefore provides a 
historical as well as cross-district comparison. Where data for the most recent period for Tyne & Wear 
is unavailable, the Profile reports at the North East or North level.  
 
TWRI is a research and statistical information unit funded jointly by the 5 Tyne & Wear districts of 
Gateshead; Newcastle; North Tyneside; South Tyneside and Sunderland. TWRI produces reports and 
conducts research on a wide range of topics of regional and national interest. Projects generally 
provide information to those concerned with the socio-economic conditions and physical structure of 
the Metropolitan County. Further details of the services provided by TWRI can be found in the 
Appendix of this report. 
 
Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO and the 
Queen’s Printer for Scotland. 
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2.0 GEOGRAPHY AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Tyne & Wear is comprised of the 5 administrative Metropolitan Local Authorities (LAs) of the Cities 
of Newcastle and Sunderland; and the Metropolitan Boroughs of Gateshead; North Tyneside; and 
South Tyneside. All the Tyne & Wear LAs fall into the Local Government classification of 
“Metropolitan Districts” (MD)1. This Unitary, or single tier, governing status was implemented in 
1986 as a replacement to the Metropolitan County Councils (Tyne & Wear County Council) in 
England. Tyne & Wear shares this classification with 6 other Metropolitan areas in England (including 
Greater London)2. 
 
 
2.1 LOCATION AND POPULATION 
 
Tyne & Wear shares its borders with County Durham to the South and Northumberland County to the 
North. Along with the 5 unitary authorities that comprise Tees Valley, these four county areas 
constitute the North East Government Office Region (GOR for the North East or GO-NE). To the west 
is the County of Cumbria, which together with the North East region comprises the ‘North’ Standard 
Statistical Region (SSR). By road, Tyne & Wear is approximately 451km (280 miles) north from 
London and 175km (109 miles) south of Edinburgh. 
 
Approximately 42.7%3 of the North East’s population live in Tyne & Wear, which covers only 6% of 
the land area4. The populations of the individual Districts within Tyne & Wear in 2002 are given in 
Table 1 and the proportions of the Tyne & Wear total are illustrated in Figure 1. 
 

Figure 1: Population, Tyne & Wear Districts as a % of T&W Total

  Newcastle upon Tyne
24.2%

  South Tyneside
14.2%

  Sunderland
26.0%

  North Tyneside
17.8%

  Gateshead
17.8%

Source: Mid-2002 Population Estimates for local authorities in England and Wales; 
estimated resident population (ONS) [Crown Copyright]

 
 
 
The population density of 1,988 persons per square kilometre, is slightly below the 2001 figure 
(1,993), but is similar to the average for other Metropolitan areas. The range of population densities 
varies widely from a high of 8,680 per square-kilometre in Inner London to just 816 in South 
Yorkshire.  
 

                                                 
1  Gazetteer for the Statistical Regions and Local Authorities in the United Kingdom – Office for National Statistics (ONS) 

[Crown Copyright] (June 1997) 
2  Greater London, Greater Manchester, Merseyside, South Yorkshire, West Midlands and West Yorkshire. 
3  Mid-2002 Population Estimates for local authorities in England and Wales; estimated resident population – Office for 

National Statistics [Crown Copyright] 
4  Regional Trends 37 (2002) – Office for National Statistics [Crown Copyright] 
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Mid-2002 
Population*

Area^                  

(km2)
Persons per km2 § 

(Density)
Number of 

Wards #
Average Persons         

per Ward §

Tyne and Wear 1,073,500 540 1,988 113 9,500

  Gateshead 190,700 142 1,343 22 8,668

  Newcastle 260,300 114 2,283 26 10,012

  North Tyneside 191,300 83 2,305 20 9,565

  South Tyneside 152,300 64 2,380 20 7,615

  Sunderland 279,000 137 2,036 25 11,160

* Mid-2002 Population Estimates for local authorities in England and Wales; estimated resident population -- ONS [Crown Copyright]

^ Regional Trends 37 (2002) -- ONS [Crown Copyright]

§ TWRI

# TWRI Publication -- Ward Population Estimates 2000

Table 1: Population Density per Km2 and Average Persons per Ward

 
 
 
 
2.2 COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Roads: Figure 2 illustrates the primary road network in and around Tyne & Wear. The A1(M) and 
A19 are the principal routes from the south. The A69 extends to Hexham, Carlisle and the West; 
whilst the A1 is the main route to the North and Scotland. 
 
Rail: Newcastle Central Station provides a hub for a range of local rail services, as well as being a 
major route on the Great North Eastern Railway (GNER) and Cross Country network. The most recent 
journey times from Newcastle Central to UK destinations include; Aberdeen (4h 05m); Birmingham 
(3h 05m); Edinburgh (1h 25m); Glasgow (2h 25m); London (2h 40m); Leeds (1h 25m) and 
Manchester (2h 30m). 
 
Ferry: The Port of Tyne Ferry Terminal in North Tyneside has scheduled crossings between the North 
East coast to three countries; Norway (Mon. & Fri. to Kristiansand; Weds. & Sat. to Bergen, 
Haugesund and Stavanger); The Netherlands (daily to IJmuiden, Amsterdam); and Sweden (Mon. & 
Fri. to Gothenburg). 
 
Flights: Newcastle International Airport is the 10th busiest of the UK’s 59 airports, with 3,939,505 
passengers using the airport between January and December 2003. The number of daily scheduled 
flight services for Winter 2003/04 is as follows: 
 
 

Table 2: Number and Destinations of Daily Flights from Newcastle Intl. Airport 
  

 
Aberdeen (5) Alicante (1) Amsterdam (5) 
Barcelona (1) Belfast City (4) Belfast Intl. (2) 
Birmingham (4) Bristol (3) Brussels (3) 
Cardiff (1) Copenhagen (1) Dublin (2) 
Dusseldorf (1) Glasgow (1) Isle of Man (1) 
London Gatwick (4) London Heathrow (7) London Stansted (4) 
Malaga (1) Paris (4) Plymouth (1) 
Prague (1) Southampton (3) Stavanger (1) 
 
  

Source: Tyne & Wear Fact Card 2004, TWRI (Courtesy of Newcastle Airport Customer Services)  
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Figure 2: Map of Tyne & Wear 
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3.0  PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 
 
 
3.1  POPULATION ESTIMATES 
 
The population estimates for all 5 of the Tyne & Wear Districts show a decline to 2002. This is a 
continuing trend from the 1960s for all but Sunderland district, which registered population increases 
through the 1970s and 1980s linked to the redevelopment of Washington. Sunderland became the most 
populous district in Tyne & Wear from the mid-1970s and continues to be. However, the population of 
Sunderland has been declining since the 1980s. Its population fell by 5.1% between 1991 and 2001. 
Newcastle’s population continues to fall but at a slower pace than in the 1960s and 1970s. The latest 
figures show the population of Newcastle to be a little over 260,000. The three remaining smaller 
districts have also declined at similar rates to Newcastle over the year to 2002. However, over the last 
decade, the rate of population decline has been much slower in North and South Tyneside. South 
Tyneside is still the least populous district, reporting a population of just over 152,000 for 2002. Table 
3 shows population change from 1961 to 2002. 
 

1961 1971 1981 1991^ 2001* 2002*

Tyne and Wear 1,241,000 1,217,600 1,155,200 1,123,800 1,077,900 1,073,500

  Gateshead 223,000 226,000 213,200 201,700 191,200 190,700

  Newcastle 336,000 311,700 284,100 275,000 261,100 260,300

  North Tyneside 210,000 208,300 198,600 194,600 192,000 191,300

  South Tyneside 185,000 178,100 161,900 156,700 152,800 152,300

  Sunderland 287,000 293,500 297,300 295,900 280,800 279,000

% Change 1961 to 1971 1971 to 1981 1981 to 1991 1991 to 2001 2001 to 2002

Tyne and Wear -1.9% -5.1% -2.7% -4.1% -0.4%

  Gateshead 1.3% -5.7% -5.4% -5.2% -0.3%

  Newcastle -7.2% -8.9% -3.2% -5.1% -0.3%

  North Tyneside -0.8% -4.7% -2.0% -1.3% -0.4%

  South Tyneside -3.7% -9.1% -3.2% -2.5% -0.3%

  Sunderland 2.3% 1.3% -0.5% -5.1% -0.6%

^ Revised in light of the 2001 Census

Table 3: Population Estimates 1961 to 2002 – Tyne & Wear Districts

Source: Population Estimates Unit – ONS [Crown Copyright]

* Revised MYEs. 2001 and 2002 revised after the Manchester Matching Exercise
 

 
 
 
The net effect of individuals moving in to and out of Tyne & Wear is a key influence on its population 
change. Table 4 shows births, deaths and migration patterns in Tyne & Wear and each of its 5 districts 
for the year ending mid-2002. At District or County level, the change in population is most likely to be 
influenced by migration. All 5 districts show a decline in population due to natural change, indicating 
there were more deaths than births in each district. Sunderland and Newcastle continue to have the 
highest number of births (2,930 and 2,941 respectively) in 2002. Deaths were also highest in 
Sunderland at 3,118, resulting in a natural change of -188. However, the largest decrease in population 
due to natural change was in South Tyneside (-363). Continuing recent trends in migration, Tyne & 
Wear had a net out-migration of 2,800 over the year to June 2002. This reflects a fall from the 
considerably higher net out-migration of 3,800 in 2001 and 4,000 in 2000. 
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Mid-2002 
Population* Births^ Deaths^ Natural Change^ Net Migration~

Tyne and Wear 1,073,500 11,400 12,600 -1,200 -2,800

  Gateshead 190,700 2,000 2,200 -200 -300

  Newcastle 260,300 2,900 3,000 -100 -1,500

  North Tyneside 191,300 2,000 2,400 -300 800

  South Tyneside 152,300 1,500 1,800 -400 -400

  Sunderland 279,000 2,900 3,100 -200 -1,400

^Vital Statistics (ONS) Crown Copyright; ~NHSCR (ONS) Crown Copyright]

Table 4: Population, Births, Deaths and Migration in Tyne & Wear (2002)

Note: All figures separately rounded to nearest hundred for presentation.

Source: *Population Estimates Unit (ONS) Crown Copyright; 

 
 
The effects of migration influence the age profile of an area and hence, also natural change. Table 5 
(below) illustrates the age profile of the population for Tyne & Wear and the Districts. 
 
It is evident from the table that, despite broad similarity amongst the age groups, there are certain 
categories worth highlighting. For example, the 15-24 category is no doubt boosted in Newcastle and 
Sunderland by the large student population in these areas. The proportion of Tyne & Wear’s 
population represented by this category has risen by 0.4 percentage points from last year to 13.6% and 
is higher than the national average for England & Wales of 12.4%. In relation to the elderly population 
in Tyne & Wear, the number of people aged 75+ has increased marginally to 81,800, a net increase of 
500 on the 2001 figure. However, the proportion of Tyne & Wear as a whole is still in line with the 
national average of 7.6%. At the bottom end of the population profile, the youngest people aged 0 to 4 
represents 5.3% of the Tyne & Wear population, below the national average of 5.8% for England & 
Wales. 

Ages Tyne and Wear   Gateshead Newcastle   North Tyneside   South Tyneside   Sunderland

0 to 4 57,200 10,500 13,900 10,100 8,000 14,700

5 to 14 133,700 23,500 30,500 23,800 19,900 36,000

15 to 24 146,000 22,700 45,200 21,300 18,600 38,400

25 to 44 301,100 53,700 74,600 53,300 41,700 77,900

45 to Retirement 227,900 41,700 49,300 43,500 32,800 60,700

Retirement to 74 125,400 23,800 27,300 23,100 18,700 32,600

75+ 81,900 14,800 19,700 16,200 12,600 18,700

All Ages 1,073,500 190,700 260,300 191,300 152,300 279,000

Percentages Tyne and Wear   Gateshead   Newcastle   North Tyneside   South Tyneside   Sunderland

(of all Ages)

0 to 4 5.3% 5.5% 5.4% 5.3% 5.3% 5.3%

5 to 14 12.5% 12.4% 11.7% 12.4% 13.1% 12.9%

15 to 24 13.6% 11.9% 17.3% 11.1% 12.2% 13.7%

25 to 44 28.0% 28.1% 28.7% 27.9% 27.4% 27.9%

45 to Retirement 21.2% 21.9% 18.9% 22.7% 21.5% 21.8%

Retirement to 74 11.7% 12.5% 10.5% 12.1% 12.3% 11.7%

75+ 7.6% 7.8% 7.6% 8.4% 8.3% 6.7%

All Ages 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Table 5: Mid-2002 Population Estimates by Age Group

Source: Population Estimates Unit – ONS [Crown Copyright]

Note: Retirement Age for Men: 65, Women: 60. All figures separately rounded to nearest hundred for presentation.
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3.2  HOUSEHOLD ESTIMATES BY HOUSEHOLD TYPES 
 
The 2001 Census defined a household as comprising ‘one person living alone, or a group of people 
(not necessarily related) living at the same address with common housekeeping – that is, sharing either 
a living room or sitting room or at least one meal a day’. Agencies involved in the marketing of 
products or planning of services may be more interested in the number of households than the 
population. For example, manufacturers of refrigerators or electricity and gas supply companies would 
be advised to look at household numbers to gauge the number of points of sale or billing points. Table 
6 outlines the 1996-based Household Estimates for 2002 by types of households for each of the Tyne 
& Wear districts. Figure 3 illustrates the figures in percentage terms of total households for the same 
areas. 
 

Tyne & Wear Gateshead Newcastle North Tyneside South Tyneside Sunderland

Household types:

Married couple 206,600 37,500 42,900 39,500 29,700 57,000

Cohabiting couple 34,000 5,800 9,800 6,300 4,100 7,900

Lone parent 35,500 5,600 9,500 5,600 5,700 9,100

Other multi-person 35,800 6,700 10,300 5,800 4,500 8,600

One person 156,200 28,200 42,500 28,200 22,600 34,800

All households 468,000 83,800 115,000 85,200 66,600 117,300

Married couple 44.1% 44.8% 37.3% 46.3% 44.6% 48.6%

Cohabiting couple 7.3% 7.0% 8.5% 7.4% 6.2% 6.8%

Lone parent 7.6% 6.7% 8.3% 6.5% 8.6% 7.7%

Other multi-person 7.6% 8.0% 9.0% 6.8% 6.7% 7.3%

One person 33.4% 33.6% 36.9% 33.1% 33.9% 29.6%

All Households 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Table 6: Household Estimates 2002

Source: Special Request – Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) (1996-based projections)
 

 

 

Figure 3: Household Estimates, 2002 (%)
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Tyne and Wear Gateshead Newcastle North Tyneside South Tyneside Sunderland

   Married couple    Cohabiting couple    Lone parent    Other multi-person    One person

Source: Special Request, ODPM
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4.0 LIVING STANDARDS 
 
 
4.1  INCOME 
 
The Expenditure and Food Survey5 (EFS), launched in April 2001 to replace the Family Expenditure 
Survey (FES) and the National Food Survey (NFS), showed that, for the period 2001/026, the North 
East has the seventh-lowest/fifth-highest gross weekly household income (GWHI) of all UK regions 
(including Wales, Scotland and N. Ireland). North East GWHI at £489 p.w. (£25,498 p.a.) was 10.6% 
less than the UK average of £547 p.w. (£28,522 p.a.) and 35% lower than in London (£752 p.w., 
£39,211 p.a.).  
 
Figure 4 shows the variation in source of income between the North East, UK and South East. In 
2001/02 in the North East, 71% of income came from wages and salaries, compared to 69% for the 
UK. Self-employment, however, accounted for just 6% of income, compared to 8% for the UK and 
South East. The North East obtained 15% of weekly income from social security benefits7 compared to 
just 12% for the UK and only 8% (almost half) in the South East. 
 

Figure 4: Income by Source 2001/02
North East, South East and UK
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Source: Expenditure and Food Survey 2001/02, ONS [Crown Copyright]

 
 
 
4.2  EXPENDITURE ON GOODS AND SERVICES 
 
According to EFS, the North East has the third-lowest household expenditure in the UK (after Yorks 
& Humber and Wales) at £348.30, 12.6% lower than the UK average (£398.30). Total expenditure in 
the North East is almost 30% lower than in London (£495.4). The North East has the lowest per 
person expenditure at £141.20 (UK £167.60). Spending in the North East was lower in all categories 
than the national average, particularly health (42% less), miscellaneous goods & services (30%) and 
household goods & services (26% less). 
 

                                                 
5  The main item codes for commodities and services are not directly comparable to those in the Family Expenditure Survey 
6  Financial year April 1st 2001 to March 31st 2002 
7  Excluding Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit (rates rebates in N. Ireland) 
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Figure 5: Household Expenditure by Commodity or Service as % of Total Household 
Expenditure: North East 2001-02
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Source: Expenditure and Food Survey 2001/02, ONS [Crown Copyright]

 
 
 
4.3 OWNERSHIP OF CONSUMER DURABLES 

The 2001/02 Expenditure and Food Survey shows that the North East has the highest proportion of 
households in any UK region with central heating (98%) compared to the UK average (92%). 
Ownership of video recorders in the North East is the highest in the UK at 93%, compared to the UK 
average of 90%. Other items where the North East ownership was greater than the national average 
were: fridge-freezer/deep-freezer (NE 96%; UK 95%); washing machine (NE 94%; UK 93%); tumble 
dryer (NE 55%; UK 54%); microwave (NE 88%; UK 86%); telephone (NE 95%; UK 94%); satellite 
receiver (NE 45%; UK 43%) and CD player (NE 81%; UK 80%). 

Conversely, ownership of home computers is just 43% in the North East, compared to 50% nationally. 
Internet connections are only possessed by 32% of North East households compared to 40% 
nationally. This figure is the joint-second lowest of any UK region (Northern Ireland 31%; Wales 
32%). Also, ownership of dishwashers is 19% in the North East compared to 27% nationally, pointing 
towards lower ownership of the more ‘luxury’ goods. 

Car ownership in Tyne & Wear contrasts quite significantly with the national figures. In Tyne & 
Wear, 41.8% of households have no car, compared to only 26.8% in England & Wales. Conversely, 
16.6% of Tyne & Wear households own more than 2 cars, this is well below the 29.4% of households 
in England & Wales. North Tyneside remains the district with the greatest proportion of households 
owning at least one car (63.2%), with Newcastle the least (54.8%). However, South Tyneside had the 
lowest proportion of households owning two or more cars (14.6%). 

Households with no car (%) Households with 2 or more cars (%)

Tyne & Wear 41.8 16.6

Gateshead 43.2 16.2

Newcastle 45.2 15.4

North Tyneside 36.8 18.1

South Tyneside 44.3 14.6

Sunderland 39.9 18.2

Table 7: Car Ownership in Tyne & Wear

Source: 2001 Census © Crown Copyright
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4.4 HOUSING 
 
In 2003, the stock of dwelling in Tyne & Wear was just over 490,000. During 2002 a total of 1,652 
new dwellings were completed in Tyne & Wear. Within the districts, Newcastle had the highest total 
number of new dwellings built (578 or 35%). North Tyneside had the highest number of new housing 
association dwellings (62 or 60%). Gateshead had the fewest total new dwellings (77 or 5%) but the 
highest local authority new dwellings (17 or 94%). Table 8 shows the breakdown by dwelling type for 
Tyne & Wear and each of the five districts. 
 

Table 8: Housing Completions for Tyne & Wear in 2002

Private Housing 
Association

Local 
Authority

Total

Tyne & Wear 1,530 104 18 1,652

Gateshead 60 0 17 77

Newcastle 566 12 0 578

North Tyneside 259 62 0 321

South Tyneside 101 14 0 115

Sunderland 544 16 1 561

Source: Data collected separately from each District Council 
 

 
In 2003, owner-occupation in the North East (65.9%) was 3.5 percentage points lower than in England 
(69.4%)8. The South East had the highest rate of owner occupation (74.6%), 8.7 percentage points 
above the North East. Local Authority renting was much higher in Tyne & Wear (20%) than in 
England (11.3%) as a proportion of the total dwelling stock. 
 
A total of 16,493 dwellings were vacant in Tyne & Wear in 2003 (Table 9). The overall vacancy rate 
for Tyne & Wear was 3.37%, only slightly above the figure for England (3.33%) and slightly below 
the vacancy rate for the North East (3.9%). Vacancy rates in Tyne & Wear varied greatly from just 
2.7% for Registered Social Landlord properties to 28.8% in Other Public Sector properties. 
 

T&W NE England

Local Authority 2,995 (3.1%) 7,229 (3.5%) 62,017 (2.5%)

Registered Social Landlord 1,588 (2.7%) 2,799 (2.8%) 43,731 (2.5%)

Other Public Sector 592 (28.8%) 632 (18.8%) 9,697 (9.3%)

Other Private Sector 14,130 (4.3%) 33,689 (4.1%) 603,275 (3.5%)

(of which owner-occupied) ** 27,134 (3.6%) 466,247 (3.1%)

Total Dwellings Vacant 16,493 44,349 718,720

Total Dwelling Stock 490,050 1,138,290 21,574,832

Vacancy Rate 3.37% 3.90% 3.33%

** Figures not available for all Tyne & Wear districts; no accurate answer available

Table 9: Vacancy Rates 2003

Source: 2003 HIP Housing Strategy, ODPM
 

 
 
House prices in Tyne & Wear are amongst the lowest in England & Wales. In the second quarter of 
2003, the average price of a dwelling in Tyne & Wear was £96,4729. This was 35.5% lower than the 
average price in England and Wales of £149,545 and 60.6% lower than the Greater London average of 
£244,931. However, from 2002(Q2) to 2003(Q2) the annual growth in house prices was 25.8% in 

                                                 
8  2003 HIP Housing Strategy, ODPM 
9  Source: HM Land Registry 
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Tyne & Wear, compared to 21.3% in the North East, but well above the average growth in England 
(11.6%).10 
 
 
4.5 HEALTH 
 
The general level of health amongst people living in Tyne & Wear is poorer than for people living 
elsewhere in England & Wales. Table 10 indicates the general health status11 as recorded in the 2001 
Census. This shows that in 2001 a greater proportion of people in all 5 Tyne & Wear districts rated 
their general health as ‘not good’ than the national average. Conversely, a lower proportion rated their 
health as ‘good’ than the national average.  
 

% % %

All People Good health Fairly good health Not good health

England & Wales 52,041,916 68.6% 22.2% 9.2%

Tyne & Wear 1,075,938 64.1% 23.5% 12.3%

Gateshead 191,151 62.6% 24.4% 13.0%

Newcastle 259,536 65.1% 23.1% 11.8%

North Tyneside 191,659 64.9% 23.8% 11.2%

South Tyneside 152,785 63.9% 23.5% 12.6%

Sunderland 280,807 63.9% 23.2% 12.9%

Source: 2001 Census © Crown Copyright

Table 10: General Health 

 
 
 
Table 11 shows Standardised Mortality Ratios (SMR) which indicate how the mortality of a given area 
compares with the national level, after allowing for differences in age structure. In 2001, the SMR in 
all Tyne & Wear districts was poorer than the England & Wales average. The figures range from 6% 
above the UK average in North Tyneside, to 19% above it in Sunderland. In 2001, 7.6% of births in 
England & Wales were below 2500 grams, compared to 7.4% in Tyne & Wear, down on the 2000 
figure of 8.1%. South Tyneside had the highest proportion of births under 2500 grams of the 5 districts 
in Tyne & Wear at 8.3%. 
 

SMR

(UK =100)

England & Wales 99 7.6%

Tyne & Wear 113 7.4%

Gateshead 116 6.6%

Newcastle 112 8.0%

North Tyneside 106 6.1%

South Tyneside 108 8.3%

Sunderland 119 7.7%

% Births Under 2500g

Table 11: Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR) and % of Births under 2500g

Source: Key Population & Vital Statistics (Series VS no.28, PP1 no.24) ONS [Crown Copyright]
 

                                                 
10  TWRI based on HM Land Registry data  
11 Note: General health status data is based on self -assessment. Care should be taken when interpreting the results. 
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4.6 INDEX OF MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION 2001 
 
Produced by the DETR, the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2000 (IMD 2000) has been constructed by 
Oxford University following a review of the Index of Local Deprivation 1998 (ILD 98)12. IMD 2000 
utilises 34 variables from a composite of six weighted ‘domains’ or ‘dimensions’ (Income 25%, 
Employment 25%, Health & Disabilities 15%, Education & Skills 15%, Housing 10% and 
Geographical Access 10%) to produce an overall index score for each ward. The IMD 2000 allows an 
analysis of deprivation from each of, or all, the selected domains within the 113 wards in Tyne & 
Wear (8,414 in England) based on newly available ward-level DSS benefits data. 
 
IMD 2000 has several advantages over its predecessor. These advantages include an extensive use of 
recent data, the concept of ‘hidden unemployment’ is now central to the definition of work deprivation 
and the removal of a ‘scale-bias’ (which had favoured larger local authorities). Although not directly 
analogous, on average for comparable wards, the rank of Tyne & Wear wards is shown to be 79 places 
more deprived with the IMD 2000 than with the ILD 98. Consequently, 50 of the 113 Tyne & Wear 
wards are in the worst decile (worst tenth) in England. South Tyneside is, on average, the most 
deprived district in Tyne & Wear, with an average rank of 1,167. The average rank of all five Tyne & 
Wear districts (1,590) is much worse than the median English rank of 4,207 (Rank 1 = most deprived).  
 
In IMD 2000, income deprivation is expressed as a percentage rate of people who are dependent upon 
the key means-tested benefits. The average rate amongst wards in Tyne & Wear is 32.4%. The North 
East has, on average, the most income deprivation of all regions in England, with a mean ward rank of 
2,576. Child poverty, which is a derivative of income deprivation, is defined within IMD 2000 as 
children living in families in receipt of means-tested benefits. The average rate amongst wards in Tyne 
& Wear is 44.6%. The North East has the highest rate of child poverty, or proportion of children in 
families that claim means-tested benefits (42%), compared to 40% in the North West and just 19.9% 
in the South East (Table 12). 
 
 

Average rank of 
Multiple Deprivation

Average rate of 
Income Deprivation 

(%)

Average rate of Child 
Poverty (%)

Gateshead 1,631 30.6 43.8

Newcastle 1,773 34.1 46.9

North Tyneside 2,210 29.5 39.6

South Tyneside 1,167 35.2 46.5

Sunderland 1,205 32.5 45.4

Tyne & Wear 1,590 32.4 44.6

Median Ward

(England)

Source: Index of Multiple Deprivation 2000

Table 12: Income Deprivation and Child Poverty, Tyne & Wear Districts 2000

4,207 15.7 22.4

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
12  Note: A consultation process is underway on updating the English Indices of Deprivation 2000. The updated Index is 

expected by early spring 2004 and will be published at the lowest Super Output Area level. 
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4.7 EDUCATION 
 
Children Under Five 
 
In Tyne & Wear, as at January 2003, North Tyneside had the greatest participation rate of children 
under 513 in education (92%), whilst Gateshead had the lowest (74%). However, all five Tyne & Wear 
Districts had greater participation than the national average (59%). Newcastle, South Tyneside and 
Sunderland had participation rates of 76%, 86% and 89% respectively. 
 
 
Free School Meals 
 
At the national, regional and district level, eligibility and take-up of free school meals were greater at 
the primary school-level than secondary school-level (Table 13). Eligibility and take-up of free school 
meals in the North East was significantly above the national average. In the Tyne & Wear districts, the 
uptake of free school meals was greater in primary schools than secondary schools (16.6% – 27.8% 
and 10.1% – 17.1% respectively).  
 

% taking free school 
meals

% eligible for free 
school meals

% taking free school 
meals

% eligible for free 
school meals

England 13.9 16.8 10.6 14.5

North East 19.1 22.1 12.6 18.1

Gateshead 19.6 23.0 16.5 19.5
Newcastle 27.8 32.6 16.2 23.7
North Tyneside 16.6 19.6 10.1 15.1
South Tyneside 23.8 27.7 17.1 22.5
Sunderland 19.7 22.3 10.5 16.9

Source: Statistics of Education: Schools in England (January 2003), DfES

Nursery, Primary & Middle-deemed-Primary Secondary & Middle-deemed-Secondary

Table 13: Maintained Nursery, Primary and Secondary Schools: School Meal Arrangements, January 2003

 
 
 
 
Expenditure 
 
In 2001/02 the net expenditure (after recharges) on pre-primary, primary & secondary education by the 
local education authorities (LEAs) in Tyne & Wear was £520m. Within Tyne & Wear, net expenditure 
on primary schools was £251.5m, and in secondary schools was £251.1m. Figures 6 and 7 show gross 
expenditure (before recharges) for each of the Tyne & Wear districts for primary and secondary 
schools. 

 

                                                 
13  Source: Provision for Children under five years of age in England, Statistics of Education: Schools in England (January 

2003), Department for Education & Skills (DfES) 
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Figure 6: Gross Expenditure on Primary Schools in Tyne & Wear Districts
(before recharges) 2002/03

Source: DfES Outturn Statements 2001-02
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Figure 7: Gross Expenditure on Secondary Schools in Tyne & Wear Districts
(before recharges) 2002/03

Source: DfES Outturn Statements 2001-02

 
 
 

 
Staffing and Provision 
 
The provision of teachers in schools in the North East, as at January 2003, as a ratio of pupils to 
teachers (PTR), is significantly better than the national average for England. The North East PTR is 
the lowest of all the GORs in England at 21.9 pupils per teacher for primary schools and third lowest 
at 16.7 pupils per teacher for secondary schools. This compares with the national average of 22.6 and 
17.0 respectively 14. Within Tyne & Wear, primary pupil-teacher ratios in January 2003 were lowest in 
South Tyneside and Gateshead (21.0) and highest in North Tyneside (22.7) (Table 14). Similarly, 
Gateshead had the lowest secondary school PTR (15.5) and North Tyneside the highest (16.8). 
 
 

                                                 
14  Statistics of Education in Schools in England, 2003 Edition, DfES [Crown Copyright] 
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LEA School Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Primary 22.5 22.6 22.2 21.4 21.2 21.0

Secondary 16.3 16.7 17.1 16.2 15.7 15.5

Primary 24.1 23.2 23.5 22.9 22.9 22.6

Secondary 17.1 17.0 17.0 16.6 16.1 16.6

Primary 23.9 24.1 23.4 22.9 22.9 22.7

Secondary 17.5 17.2 16.8 16.5 16.4 16.8

Primary 23.1 22.5 22.2 21.3 21.2 21.0

Secondary 17.5 17.4 17.3 16.5 15.9 15.8

Primary 22.9 22.7 22.3 22.0 21.4 21.7

Secondary 16.5 16.5 16.4 16.1 15.8 15.8

Table 14: Pupil:Teacher Ratios for Tyne & Wear LEAs, 1998-2003

Source: Statistics of Education in Schools in England, 2003 Edition, DfES [Crown Copyright]

Sunderland

Gateshead

Newcastle

North Tyneside

South Tyneside

 
 
 
In January 2003, the average primary school class size in the North East was 25.2, slightly lower than 
the national average of 26.315. The North East also had a smaller proportion of primary school classes 
of 31 or more pupils (14%) compared to England (16.3%). 
 
At secondary school level, the average class size in the North East was only just below the national 
average for England (21.8 and 21.9 respectively). The proportion of classes of 31 or more pupils was 
also slightly lower in the North East (11.1%) compared to the average for England (11.7%). In Tyne & 
Wear, Newcastle had the largest primary school class size (26.0), whilst South Tyneside had the 
largest secondary school class size (21.8). The smallest average class sizes for primary and secondary 
schools were in Sunderland (24.7) and Gateshead (20.4) respectively 16.  
 
 
Qualifications 
 
In 2002/03, fewer pupils in Tyne & Wear achieved 5+ A*-C grades at GCSE (or its equivalent) than 
the national average (T&W 46.3% England 51.1%) (Table 15). Pupils achieving 5+ GCSEs at grades 
A*-G (inc Maths & English) were much closer to the average for England (85.3% and 87.1% 
respectively). This indicates that although Tyne & Wear performs approximately the same in terms of 
5+ GCSE passes, it does not achieve the same proportions of the higher grades achieved nationally. 
Tyne & Wear also performs worse than the average for England in terms of no passes (6.4% and 5.0% 
respectively). 
 
Within Tyne & Wear, Gateshead achieved the highest proportion of pupils gaining 5+ grades A*-C 
(59.7%) and Newcastle the lowest (39.9%). In terms of gender, girls out-performed boys in all 
categories and areas except South Tyneside for grades A*-G (inc. Maths & English). 
 

                                                 
15  Class Sizes in Maintained Schools in England, January 2003 (Provisional), DfES [Crown Copyright] 
16  Figures used relate to classes taught by one teacher only 
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Boys Girls Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

England 290,886 281,261 45.9 56.4 51.1 87.4 91.4 89.4 85.0 89.4 87.1 5.9 4.1 5.0

North East 16,271 15,776 41.6 52.0 46.7 85.8 89.9 87.8 83.4 87.6 85.4 7.1 5.1 6.1

Tyne & Wear** 6,732 6,566 41.1 51.7 46.3 85.8 90.0 87.8 83.2 87.5 85.3 7.4 5.4 6.4

Gateshead 1,117 1,078 54.6 65.0 59.7 84.5 89.7 87.1 83.0 87.8 85.4 6.4 5.3 5.8

Newcastle 1,485 1,432 33.3 46.8 39.9 77.5 84.8 81.1 74.9 82.1 78.4 12.3 7.8 10.1

North Tyneside 1,182 1,105 45.2 51.5 48.2 89.1 92.5 90.7 86.2 90.5 88.3 7.0 5.2 6.1

South Tyneside 1,035 1,019 39.3 47.8 43.5 89.2 89.3 89.2 87.3 86.6 87.0 5.5 4.5 5.0

Sunderland 1,913 1,932 37.7 50.1 43.9 89.0 92.9 90.9 85.6 90.0 87.8 5.5 4.3 4.9

++  Including LEA maintained schools, special schools and City Technology Colleges and Academies

** Data for Tyne & Wear is interpolated from the District figures as DfES does not give Met. County level data

Source: ‘GCSE/GNVQ Examination Results for Young People in England, 2002/2003 (Revised)’ DfES [Crown Copyright]

Table 15: GCSE/GNVQ achievements by 15 year old pupils in maintained++ schools by the end of 2002/03

No.of 15 year old

Percentage of 15 year old pupils achieving at GCSE/GNVQ:

5+A*-C grades 5+A*-G grades 5+A*-G inc English & Maths No passes

 
 
 
 
Students over Sixteen 
 
In 2001, the participation rate of 16 and 17 year-olds in full-time education in Tyne & Wear17 was 
slightly lower than the national average for England. For 16 year-olds, 68% of the age group in Tyne 
& Wear remained in full-time education compared to 71% in England. For 17 year-olds the figures 
were much lower, both in Tyne & Wear and in England (53% and 58% respectively).18  
 
 
Further and Higher Education 
 
Tyne & Wear is home to three Universities in addition to the Open University, which operates courses 
from offices in Newcastle. For the academic year 2003/04, 17,007 students were enrolled at the 
University of Newcastle, 22,164 at Northumbria University and 14,104 at the University of 
Sunderland19. The Open University had 2,195 part-time students resident in Tyne & Wear for the 
academic year 2003/04. In addition to these institutions, Tyne & Wear has a number of Further 
Education Colleges located in Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside, South Tyneside and 
Sunderland. The 2001 Census shows the proportion of people of working age in Tyne & Wear holding 
degree qualifications or equivalent was 16.3%, slightly higher than the North East figure of 15.9%, but 
lower than the average for England and Wales (21.1%). 
 
 
 
 
4.8 CRIME 
 
 
Tyne & Wear Crime Levels 
 
The number of recorded crimes committed within Tyne & Wear as a whole dramatically increased 
over the three period between 2000/01 and 2002/03 from 115,345 to 140,469 (Table 16). This is a rise 
of 21.8%20. This trend is in stark contrast to the fall in crime over the previous 3 year period between 
1998/99 and 2000/01 of 11.3%. 

                                                 
17  Tyne & Wear here refers to the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) area of Tyne & Wear, but covers the same geographic 

area as the boundary commission area. 
18  These figures cannot be compared to those from previous DfES publications as a consistent post-Census series has not 

yet been released. 
19  Student numbers for each institution include all students (full-time, part-time, distance learning and further education). 
20  Northumbria Police & TWRI 
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Rates of Change 
 
Over the three-year period, between 2000/01 to 2002/03, there was a significant increase in the crime 
rate in Tyne & Wear, up from 107.0 per 1,000 residents to 130.3. This trend is not a localised one, as 
the rate in England & Wales also increased over the same period from 98.9 to 112.8. The Tyne & 
Wear rate is, on average, 9.4% higher than the national rate over the three-year period21. 
 
In Tyne & Wear, North Tyneside remained the only district that had a consistently lower offence rate 
than England & Wales between 2000/01 and 2002/03. However, in 2002/03, North Tyneside had the 
greatest percentage increase in crime (32.8%) from the previous year. Despite this, North Tyneside 
remained the district with the lowest overall rate of offences. 
 
Crime rates in the Tyne & Wear districts showed differing trends over the three-year period. 
Gateshead, Newcastle and Sunderland all had a consistent upward trend in the number and rate of 
crimes, reflecting the trend for England & Wales. In contrast, North and South Tyneside both reported 
a decrease in recorded crimes between 2000/01 and 2001/02, followed by a large increase in offences 
to 2002/03. In 2002/03, all Tyne & Wear Districts had a greater percentage increase in the number of 
offences committed than in England & Wales. 
 

District Population Crime Rate Crime Rate % Rank Crime Rate % Rank

(Mid-2001)

Gateshead 191,200 20,774 108.7 22,094 115.6 6.4 2 23,644 123.7 7.0 5

Newcastle 261,100 33,395 127.9 34,344 131.5 2.8 3 41,845 160.3 21.8 2

North Tyneside 192,000 15,214 79.2 14,017 73.0 -7.9 5 18,612 96.9 32.8 1

South Tyneside 152,800 15,825 103.6 15,260 99.9 -3.6 4 18,469 120.9 21.0 3

Sunderland 280,800 30,137 107.3 33,244 118.4 10.3 1 37,899 135.0 14.0 4

Tyne & Wear 1,077,900 115,345 107.0 118,959 110.4 3.1 n/a 140,469 130.3 18.1 n/a

England & Wales 52,277,100 5,170,831 98.9 5,527,082 105.7 6.9 n/a 5,899,450 112.8 6.7 n/a

Rank 1 = Highest % increase or lowest % decrease

Rank 5 = Highest % decrease or lowest % increase

Population: based on Mid-2001 (revised) ONS data.

Rate = Number of crimes per 1000 population

Recorded Crime from Northumbria Police; Home Office

* Excludes statistically continuous crimes

Source: Northumbria Police & TWRI

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03

Table 16: District Rankings in Tyne & Wear by percentage change in All Recorded Crime (2000-2003)*

 
 
 
 
Composition of Crime by District 
 
The proportion of crimes for each ‘offence group’ was fairly similar across the districts. The 
composition of total crime by type of offence for Tyne & Wear and each of the Districts are illustrated 
in Figure 8 below. Sunderland had the highest proportion of residential burglary (7.8%) and vehicle 
theft (5.6%)22. North Tyneside had the highest proportion of non-residential burglaries (7.3%). South 
Tyneside had the highest proportion of ‘criminal damage’ offences (31.6%). In Newcastle, ‘theft 
other’ was relatively high, accounting for 27.5% of the crime rate, possibly due to ‘shoplifting’. 
Newcastle also had the biggest ‘drug offence’ problem, accounting for 4.8% of total recorded crime. 
 
 

                                                 
21  The average is calculated by taking the proportion of E&W for T&W each year and averaging the three values 
22  Northumbria Police & TWRI 
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Figure 8: Composition of Crime by District 2002/03
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Source: Northumbria Police & TWRI
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5.0 LEISURE & LIFESTYLE 
 
 
5.1  SPORTS & RECREATION 
 
In 1996 adults in the North were less likely to have taken part in some form of physical activity than 
the GB average, with only 57% of adults participating in some form of sporting activity compared to 
64% nationally 23. Participation in sport in the North East rose sharply between 1986 and 1990 from 
46% to 63%, but was below the national average of 65%. This figure could be attributed to low female 
participation; 55% of women in the North East participated in sport, compared with 57% in GB. Male 
participation in football, basketball, cycling, darts and fishing was higher than the national average. 
Relatively few men in the North East played golf, cricket, squash, badminton or tennis. Participation 
in sport amongst women in the North East was depressed in all sports, with the notable exception of 
darts. Female participation was very low in swimming. 
 

The North East is host to the world’s biggest half 
marathon, ‘The Great North Run’. This was officially 
announced by the Guinness Book of Records at the 
beginning of 2002. The Great North Run, which covers 
13.1 miles from Newcastle to South Shields, had 35,317 
finishers in 2003 and raised an estimated £8 million for 
charity24. The 24th Great North run, for which there is a 
maximum capacity of 47,000 entrants, is scheduled to take 
place on Sunday September 26th, 2004. 
 

The Great North Run, Newcastle, Gateshead and South Tyneside 
Source: South Tyneside MBC 
 
 
The Economic Value of Sport 
 
The Sport England report ‘The Value of Sports Economy in the Regions: The Case of the North East, 
June 2003’ showed that, in 2000: 
 
• Residents spent £587m annually on sports-related goods and services, approximately 3.3% of total 

household expenditure 

• Sport generated £1.1bn in annual turnover and £457m in annual value-added in the North East, 
accounting for 1.7% of the region’s economy compared to the proportion for England as a whole 
(1.5%) and was the highest of any English region. 

• Total employment in sport of 21,100. This is 2.2% of all employment in the region, higher than the 
proportion for England (1.7%) and any English region. 

• Sport-related investment was around £22m 

 

The average weekly household expenditure on Recreation & Culture25 in the North East for 2001/02 
was £53.30 compared to the UK average of £54.10. In relative terms, this accounted for 15.3% and 
13.6% of household expenditure as a percentage of total expenditure in the North East and UK 
respectively. However, just £5.30 of this expenditure was on ‘Sports admissions, subscriptions and 
leisure class fees’26 in the North East (UK £5). Other recreational expenditure in the North East was 
                                                 
23 Living in Britain. Results from the 1996 General Household Survey, Office for National Statistics [Crown Copyright] 

1998. 2002 GHS due July 2004. 
24  Special request, Nova International 
25  Family Spending, A Report on the 2001–02 Expenditure and Food Survey (EFS) 
26  Figures for ‘Equipment for sport, camping and open-air recreation’ were suppressed by ONS and so have not been taken 

into account. 
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mainly in the areas of package holidays abroad; audio-visual equipment; gambling payments; TV, 
video, satellite rental and the internet. 
 
From September 1999 to October 2003, Sport England Lottery Fund has made 205 project awards and 
1,161 individual funding awards, totalling £101.6 million in the North East27. The value of awards 
attributable to sport per head of population28 in the North East was £40.41. In terms of government 
grant funding, the North East received £14.30 per capita29  compared to £13.20 nationally. (This is the 
second highest after Yorkshire & Humberside at £15.10). Local government funding was nil per capita 
for the North East, compared to the national figure of £1.20 per capita. 
 
 
Leisure Facilities 
 
Some of England’s most popular leisure centres are located in Tyne & Wear. These include Newcastle 
Eldon, Sunderland Crowtree and Temple Park Centre at South Shields. 2002-03 estimates show that,  
local authorities in Tyne & Wear provided 348 hectares of formal parks and 228 equipped open play 
spaces.30 [Caution: Figures were unavailable for Newcastle] 
 
In 2001-02 public swimming pools and leisure centres in Tyne & Wear attracted over 4 million 
visitors. [Caution: Figures were unavailable for Newcastle.] In 1996/97 Sunderland Crowtree Centre 
ranked 3rd in a national league table of leisure centres in England, attracting over 2 million visitors and 
Newcastle Eldon ranked 13th with approximately 1 million visitors. 
 
Tyne & Wear has a variety of specialist sporting facilities, hosting both domestic and international 
competitions and events. These include Gateshead International Stadium for Athletics, which hosted 
the World Veterans Athletics Championships in 1999 and the SPAR European Cup in 2000, 
Sunderland’s Silksworth Sports Complex for dry slope skiing and the Puma centre for tennis. 
 
Tyne & Wear has one football club in the FA Barclaycard Premiership, Newcastle United FC, and one 
club in the Nationwide Division One, Sunderland AFC. The capacity of Sunderland’s Stadium of 
Light is 48,300, with potential for future expansion to 66,000. The Stadium of Light is the largest 

football stadium constructed since the 
Second World War (although this will be 
eclipsed by the new Wembley stadium, 
currently being constructed, when it opens in 
early 2006). The stadium has superb facilities 
and has played host to two England matches, 
including the prestigious Euro 2004 qualifier 
against Turkey. St. James’ Park is the home 
of Newcastle United, with a capacity of 
52,219. The stadium has recently undergone 
a £49m redevelopment to incorporate over 
15,000 extra seats beneath one of the largest 
cantilever roofs in the world. 
 

St. James’ Park, Newcastle 
Source: Newcastle City Council 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
27  Special Request (Awards to Organisations and Individuals), Sport England Lottery Fund  
28  Mid-year estimate for 2002 used. 
29   Sport England ‘The Value of Sports Economy in the Regions: The Case of the North East, June 2003’, Cambridge 

Econometrics. 
30  Leisure & Recreation Statistics, Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) 2002-03 Estimates 
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5.2  THE ARTS 
 
Newcastle boasts seven theatres including the Theatre Royal, which hosts seasons by touring 
companies including the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC). The Theatre Royal is also the North 
East home of Opera North, Northern Ballet Theatre and the Royal National Theatre. The theatre 
attracted 294,412 visitors in 2002/03, at an average occupancy of 68%31. The RSC held 41 
performances during the 2003 season. Seat occupancy at the Theatre Royal was 71% and 95% at 
Newcastle Playhouse. Total seat occupancy for the 2003 RSC Newcastle season was 79%, accounting 
for 27,724 attendees. Northern Stage, the largest professional theatre company between Leeds and 

Edinburgh, achieved a 75% average attendance for 
performances at Newcastle Playhouse and 88% at the 
Gulbenkian Theatre during 2002/0332. This represents 
a 17% and 20% increase respectively compared to 
2001/02 audiences. The Empire Theatre in 
Sunderland is the largest theatre in the North East 
with seating on four levels. Opened in 1907, the 
Grade II listed building offers an impressive array of 
entertainment, musicals, opera, ballet, jazz, children’s 
shows and one of the finest pantomimes in the 
country. Its Royalty Theatre also presents plays to 
suit a range of audiences. 
 

Theatre Royal, Newcastle 
Source: Newcastle City Council 
 
 
The contemporary arts calendar in Tyne & Wear includes the Newcastle Jazz Festival and Comedy 
Festival. The Northern Sinfonia Orchestra has its base in Newcastle, and the Newcastle MetroRadio 
Arena (formerly Telewest Arena) provides a huge, modern venue for the world’s top performers.  The 
Sunderland International Kite Festival is one of Sunderland’s spectacular events, which also include 
the International Airshow and the Houghton Feast. 
 
In South Tyneside the Cookson Country Festival, held on the waterfront, offers carnival music and 
cabaret. 
 
Top visitor attractions33 in 2002 in the North East include New Metroland (810,000*), the Baltic 
Centre for Contemporary Arts (587,026), Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens (352,306), 
Beamish: The North of England Open Air Museum (311,692) and the Alnwick Garden (304,602). The 
top paying attraction in Tyne & Wear was New Metroland34. 
 
 
Support for the Arts 
 
Research was conducted by Northern Arts in partnership with the former Training and Enterprise 
Councils, which explored the economic value of the arts. Although unpredictable, the cultural sector in 
the north of England was found to be very productive. Chiefly comprised of small micro-businesses 
with high levels of self-employment, part-time employment, temporary jobs and a prevalence of 
volunteers, over 55,000 people 35 were directly employed by the cultural sector. 
 
Private sector support for the arts in the region totalled £3.9m in 2001/02. This figure includes over 
£2m for capital and millennium projects, over £1m in general (revenue) sponsorship, over £400,000 in 

                                                 
31  Special Request: Theatre Royal, Newcastle upon Tyne 
32  Special Request: Northern Stage 
33  * denotes estimated visitor numbers and also top paying attraction in Northumbria region. 
34  Northumbria Tourist Board 
35  Tyne & Wear Profile 2001, TWRI, SR01/3  
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corporate memberships and donations and nearly £350,000 in-kind. The Northern Arts made around 
1,250 grant awards in 2001/02, totalling £14.1m. As of September 2000, £137.4m had been given out 
in Arts Lottery grants in the Northern Arts region. Northern Arts’ budget for 2002/03 includes a total 
income of £12.46m and total expenditure of £12.51m. 
 
 
5.3  MUSEUMS 
 
Arbeia Roman Fort and Museum is located four miles east of the end of Hadrian’s Wall at South 
Shields. The fort, built around AD160, guarded the entrance to the River Tyne and played an essential 
role in the frontier system. The excavated remains combined with reconstructions help give a unique 
insight into life in Roman Britain. 
 
Discovery Museum in Newcastle is Tyne & Wear’s biggest free museum. The museum is nearing the 
completion of a £12m transformation to improve facilities, displays and make visits more enjoyable. 
Visitors can explore Newcastle’s past from the Romans to present day, Tyneside inventions and a fun 
approach to science. 
 
In Newcastle, the Hancock Museum is regarded as the North’s premier natural history museum. For 
more than 100 years, the museum has provided visitors with an insight into the animal kingdom and 
the forces of nature. 
 
Segedunum Roman Fort, Baths and Museum is the 1,900 year old site on which the fort stood on the 
banks of the River Tyne, the last outpost of Hadrian’s Wall. Segedunum, in Wallsend, North Tyneside, 
is a World Heritage site and has a full-size replica of a Roman bathhouse – the only one in Britain. 
 
The recently re-opened South Shields Museum and Art Gallery, which underwent a £1m 
refurbishment, has various new galleries and exhibitions exploring tales from South Tyneside, a larger 
exhibition and refurbished activities room, as well as improved facilities and access. 
 
The Shipley Art Gallery in Gateshead is home to a collection of over 700 pieces by the country’s 
leading craft makers. The Gallery also houses a collection of historical paintings including Dutch and 
Flemish old masters. The history of the town is told in ‘Made in Gateshead’. 
 
Stephenson Railway Museum in North Tyneside gives visitors the chance to take rides on a real steam 
train and discover the story of the impact of coal and electricity on people’s lives. The museum also 
has a range of old engines of historical significance. 
 
The Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens offers visitors the chance to get involved in interactive 
exhibits and displays telling the story of Sunderland. The art gallery features works by LS Lowry, 
Victorian masterpieces and artifacts. The Winter Gardens contain a wide variety of flora, with over 
1,500 flowers on show. 
 
Monkwearmouth Station Museum in Sunderland is a grand Victorian railway station recreating a 
sense of rail travel in the past. Visitors can explore the different parts of the old station, guard’s van 
and goods wagon in the sidings. The museum also has a range of toys, books and dress costumes for 
children, as well as special temporary exhibitions and activities throughout the year. 
 
 
5.4  LIBRARIES 
 
For 2003/4 there are 85 library service points in Tyne & Wear36. In addition, 6 mobile libraries will be 
in operation serving communities where there is limited access to other service points. In 2002-2003, 
the number of visits to libraries per 1,000 population was highest in Newcastle (7,397). The other 

                                                 
36  Special Request, Chartered Institute of Public Finance Accounting (CIPFA) 
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districts in Tyne & Wear reported visits per 1,000 population of 6,923 (Gateshead), 4,736 (North 
Tyneside), 6,270 (South Tyneside) and 5,190 (Sunderland). 
 
 
5.5  TOURISM 
 
Tourism is a major contributor to both the North East and Tyne & Wear economy. In 2002, tourists 
spent £619m in Tyne & Wear (£1.04bn Northumbria) of which overseas tourists accounted for £100m 
(£169m Northumbria), 16% of the total compared to £519m by UK residents (£868m Northumbria). In 
2002-03, UK residents made 2.3m staying trips (where visitors stayed at least one night) to Tyne & 
Wear, whilst overseas visitors made 350,000 staying trips. UK and overseas visitors stayed a total of 
5.4m and 2.3m nights respectively in 2002. Approximately 79,000 people were employed in tourism-
related industries in the North East37 in 2002. 
 
Tyne & Wear has wide variety of flourishing tourist destinations, with each district having a number 
of features unique to it. 
 
Sunderland is home to the National Glass Centre, a newly built £16m venture which traces the history 
of glass, but also aims to develop and promote excellence in the art and industry of glass. 
 
The Arts Centre Washington is a vibrant and exciting focus for arts activities offering a theatre, 
gallery, artists' studios, recording studio, licensed bar, rehearsal rooms and function rooms. The year 
round programme of arts activities includes exhibitions, theatre, dance, music, festivals, classes and 
workshops for all ages. 
 
The Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art in Sunderland presents changing exhibitions of new work 
by artists from around the world, bringing new art to new audiences. It offers opportunities to 
emerging and established artists to present work at critical points in their careers. 
 
The Washington Wildfowl and Wetlands centre is a 100 acre nature reserve and haven for over 1,200 
swans, ducks and geese. Nearby is the ancestral home of George Washington (first President of the 
United States) at Washington Hall.  
 

In North Tyneside, St. Mary’s Lighthouse and Visitor Centre 
and Tynemouth Priory are popular tourist attractions. The 
Priory is the ruins of the 11th century Benedictine Priory. The 
Sea Life Centre and old Life Brigade Watch House, which 
displays 19th century shipwrecks, are also in North Tyneside.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Priory, Tynemouth 
Source: Newcastle City Council 
 
 
In South Tyneside, the story of the life and times of the Northumbrian scholar, the Venerable Bede 
(AD 673-735) is told at Bede’s World. The site includes the chancel of St. Paul’s, the only surviving 
part of the Anglo-Saxon monastery. The monastery was attacked by Vikings in AD 794 but was 
revived and survived until the Reformation. Outside the monastery in Gyrwe (the Anglo-Saxon name 
for Jarrow) is an experimental farm that is home to rare breeds of animals and ancient varieties of 

                                                 
37  Annual Business Inquiry, 2002 [Crown Copyright] 

 Tourism-related industries includes SIC codes {5511-2, 5521-3, 5530, 5540, 6330, 9251-2, 9261-2, 9271-2) 
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cereals and vegetables. The site also features full-size 
Northumbrian timber halls and other structures based on 
excavated examples using traditional tools and techniques. 
 
'Catch the Spirit' is a new cultural strategy for South 
Tyneside which has been developed with the help of people 
throughout the borough. The key aim of this new strategy is 
to make South Tyneside a better place to live, work and visit. 
The strategy will help to develop culture over the next 5 
years by bringing together lots of ideas into one plan.  Conversation Piece, South Shields 

Source: South Tyneside MBC 
 

Cultural development in Newcastle & Gateshead is strengthening with the establishment of the 
‘culture10’ initiative, which is set to invest £140m in world-class exhibitions, attractions, festivals and 
commissions. The bid to become European Capital of Culture 2008 brought an injection of cash and 
jobs to the region. New income directly linked to the bid totaled over £400m and created 7,999 jobs38. 
Perhaps the most prominent tourist attraction in Gateshead is The Angel of the North, by the A1. The 
largest sculpture in Britain, it measures over 20m high, boasts a 54m wingspan, weighs 200 tonnes and 
comprises enough steel to make 16 double -decker buses. 
 
The Baltic, opened in 2002, is the major new international centre for contemporary art, situated on the 
south bank of the river Tyne in Gateshead. The centre lies right at the heart of the regeneration of 
Gateshead Quays. Housed in the former Baltic Flour Mills 1950s grain warehouse, the site allows 
visitors to learn about the production, presentation and experience of contemporary art. The Baltic 
places a heavy emphasis on commissions, invitations to artists and the work of artists-in-residence, 
meaning there is no permanent collection, allowing visitors to return time and time again for new 
experiences. 
 

The Sage in Gateshead is currently being constructed as an 
international home for music and musical discovery. The £70m 
Arts Council funded centre aims to fuse local roots, a world-
wide reputation, a global programme and a fully inclusive 
welcome to all musical styles. The current development 
schedule estimates that the centre will open in winter 2004/5 
and will seat approximately 1,700 people in its main concert 
hall and a further 450 in the flexible auditorium. 
 
 

The Sage, Gateshead 
 
 
Newcastle Quayside was the ancient centre of Newcastle and 
maintains many of the buildings that defined the area over 
300 years ago. The Quayside has played host to maritime 
festivals, reflecting the city’s historic association with the 
sea. In 1993, the Cutty Sark Tall Ships race came to 
Newcastle and is due to return in 2005. The Quayside melds 
the old with the new, with the Tyne Bridge, opened in 1929 
by King George V, just a few hundred metres down-river of 
the ultra-modern Millennium Bridge, opened in 2001. 
 

The Quayside, Newcastle 
Source: Newcastle City Council 

 

                                                 
38  Excerpt from Newcastle/Gateshead Initiative (Figures from PriceWaterhouseCoopers) 
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The ‘Blue Carpet’ opened in January 2002. The 
contemporary public square is located outside the Laing 
Art Gallery and is the first new public space created in 
the city this century. The design was created by 
Thomas Heatherwick and incorporates simplicity with 
the abstract, steel and cedar, glass and resin, to create a 
spectacular public space. The space resembles a carpet 
dropped on the square with its edges folded up against 
the walls and plain bollards protruding through the 
‘pierced’ surface. The project cost £1.4m and was 
funded by the Arts Council Lottery fund, the European 
Improvement Fund and the City Council.  

The Blue Carpet, Newcastle 
Source: Newcastle City Council 
 
 
Tyne & Wear is also one of the largest shopping 
destinations in the UK. Major retail facilities include the 
MetroCentre (at Gateshead), Newcastle Eldon Square, 
Eldon Garden, Monument Mall, North Tyneside Royal 
Quays and The Bridges in Sunderland. The MetroCentre 
attracted 22.9 million visitors, 15.2 million vehicles and 
5,110 coaches in 200339.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Metro Centre, Gateshead 
 

                                                 
39  Special request, Marketing Department, MetroCentre Gateshead. 
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6.0  ENVIRONMENT 
 
With the advent of greater public awareness of the consequences of environmental pollution a variety 
of measures are used to monitor the quality of the environment. The following information illustrates 
measures of one of the most significant atmospheric pollutants, sulphur dioxide. 
 
 
6.1  POLLUTION 
 
Sulphur dioxide concentrations have reduced greatly in Newcastle and most of the country since the 
1970s. As shown in Fig 9, in the four-year period between 1997/98 and 2001, levels in Newcastle fell 
91% from 79 to 7 micrograms per cubic metre. Prior to this, in the 20 years to 1997/98, levels in 
Newcastle fell by over two-thirds from 252 to 79 micrograms per cubic metre, down 69%. Between 
2001 and 2002 levels fell by almost 29% in Newcastle (third only behind Belfast and London 
Bloomsbury). This is about 20 percentage points greater than the average percentage change for the 
sample group (-9%). 
 

Figure 9: Atmospheric Pollution (Sulphur Dioxide)
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Source:  Regional Trends 35, 2000 ONS [Crown Copyright] (for 1977/78 to 1997/98
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* No time-series data is available before 2001 
# Data given for 1977/78, 1987/88 and 1997/98 is actually for 1976/77, 1986/87 and 1996/97 
respectively and is from Regional Trends 34, ONS [Crown Copyright]. This location was not covered in 
Regional Trends 35 

 
 
6.2  PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 
The total number of public transport boardings in Tyne & Wear has declined by 52% since de-
regulation in 1986, from 370 million in 1985/86 to 177 million in 2002/2003. Buses and Metros 
showed the most significant decline, down 55% and 33% respectively. Rail patronage declined 31% 
over the same period. 
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1985/86 370.4 312.9 84.5 54.6 14.7 2.4 0.6 0.5 0.1

1990/91 275.2 229.6 83.4 42.7 15.5 2.2 0.8 0.7 0.3

1995/96 220.7 182.2 82.6 35.8 16.2 2.1 0.9 0.6 0.3

1996/97 214.1 175.9 82.2 35.4 16.5 2.2 1.1 0.6 0.3

1997/98 209.9 171.9 81.9 35.0 16.7 2.4 1.1 0.6 0.3

1998/99 201.8 165.1 81.8 33.8 16.7 2.4 1.2 0.6 0.3

1999/2000 194.1 158.2 81.5 32.8 16.9 2.6 1.3 0.6 0.3

2000/01 184.5 148.6 80.6 32.5 17.6 2.8 1.5 0.6 0.3

2001/02 183.2 147.0 80.2 33.4 18.2 2.3 1.2 0.5 0.3

2002/03 177.3 139.4 78.6 36.7 20.7 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.3

Metro % Rail %

Table 17: Tyne & Wear Public Transport Boardings (millions)

Source: Special Request, NEXUS

Financial 
Year Total Bus % Ferry %

 
 
 
Tyne & Wear has a modern public transport system – a necessity given that car ownership is the 
second lowest (behind Inner London) in the country
40. The Tyne & Wear Metro system, which opened in 1980, provides frequent rail links from 
residential areas through Newcastle to North Tyneside, South Tyneside, Gateshead and Sunderland. 
The Metro also connects to bus services throughout the region and has stations at Newcastle Central 
Station and International Airport. The £100m Metro extension to Sunderland opened in 2002. 
 

                                                 
40  2001 Census © Crown Copyright 
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3.2%; UK up 2%); Transport (up 6%; UK up 0.8%); Business Services (up 2.7%; UK up 1.3%) and 
Education & Health (up 3.9%; UK up 2%). The only significant loss came in Manufacturing (down 
2.8%; UK down 3.1%). 
 

SIC 92 T&W NE UK

A,B Agriculture 0.0%* -0.8% -1.5%

C,E Mining & Utilities 0.0%* 0.0% -4.4%

D Manufacturing -2.8%* -2.7% -3.1%

F Construction 0.3% 0.0% 0.7%

G Retailing & Wholesale 0.3%* -0.2% -1.4%

H Hotels & Catering 3.2%* 3.0% 2.0%

I Transport 6.0%* 1.6% 0.8%

J Finance 0.0%* 2.6% -4.0%

K Business Services 2.7%* 1.1% 1.3%

L,O Public Admin. & Other Services 0.4% -1.4% 1.3%

M,N Education & Health 3.9%* 5.1% 2.0%

Total 1.2%* 0.2% 0.0%

Note: * represents industries in which T&W outperformed UK

Source: VAT registrations/deregistrations by industry on NOMISweb

Table 21: % Change in Business Stock by Industry 2001 to 2002

 
 
 
 
 
7.3  MANUFACTURING IN TYNE & WEAR 
 
Manufacturing remains a sizeable sector. In Tyne & Wear it employs about 80,000 people and 
produces nearly a quarter of GDP.  During 1993-97 manufacturing in Tyne & Wear performed very 
poorly in relation to the UK.  This extends the trend established in 1996, in stark contrast to 
outperforming between 1987 and 1993. 
 
Manufacturing Establishment Size 
                  
Establishment size is large. In 1997 the average establishment in Tyne & Wear had 40 employees, 
almost 50% greater than the UK average of 25 employees (Table 22).  The differential between Tyne 
& Wear and the UK in establishment size increased to 1.58 in 1997, having remained steady over the 
period 1993-96 (1993, 1.48; 1996, 1.49).  Establishment size in the county increased marginally 
during 1997 (from 39 employees to 40), whilst the average UK establishment size decreased by 1 (to 
25).  In 1997 nine of Tyne & Wear’s top ten industries had an establishment size larger than the 
national average. 
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Resource, the human resources arm of Aker Maritime and Lawrence Allison Group, the recruitment 
division of Kværner. Elayess will provide professional workers to service the gas, oil, offshore, 
petrochemical and shipbuilding industries worldwide (J30/07/03).  
 
In October 2002 it was announced that more than £11m was to be given to the North East from the 
North East Productivity Alliance (NEPA) in a bid to boost productivity in the manufacturing sector. 
The funding is from One North East (£9.8m) over 5 years and the Learning & Skills Council (LSC) 
(£1.8m) to improve training, manufacturing techniques and share expertise between experts and 
companies. (J15/10/02) 



Tyne & Wear Profile 2004 

38 Tyne & Wear Research and Information 

7.6  JOB GAINS AND LOSSES FROM Q4 2002 TO Q3 2003 (AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS)49 
 
[Note: This list presents only the largest announcements, over 100 jobs each] 
 
 
Job Gains 
 
No. of Jobs Company Source 
+500  
(by end 2002) 

Barclays Bank Plc, Doxford Park, Sunderland 
(Call Centre. It is creating more than 500 jobs at the 
centre, which already employs 1,250 people) 

(J02/10/02) 

+400-450* 
(for Autumn  2004) 

Debenhams, MetroCentre, Gateshead 
(Department store. Jobs created through opening of a 
store in the MetroCentre) 

(J16/04/03) 

+400 
(up to) 

Amaro Professional Distribution, Gateshead 
(Leaflet distribution. Jobs being created through 
growth. Amaro presently employ 91 people. They 
have also invested in a new 10,000sq ft warehouse to 
meet demand from clients) 

(J25/06/03) 

+310 Twenty4help, The Watermark, Gateshead 
(IT helpline specialist.Twenty4help quoted 310 jobs 
had been created since Dec. 2002 and confirmed that 
the they expect another 100 jobs to be created in the 
future) 

Twenty4help 
(24/11/02) 

+200 
(part-time) 

North East Workforce Ltd., Newcastle City Council 
(Recruitment agency. New jobs following expansion 
into marketing and modelling, 200 part-time staff are 
being recruited to work on promotional events) 

(J06/11/02) 

+200 
(over 2 years) 

Dickinson Dees, Newcastle 
(Law firm. 200 jobs gains likely in Newcastle as it 
expands its business nationwide, in addition to the 
100 jobs announced in Jan. 2003) 

(J25/09/03) 

+200 
(over 5 years) 

McKeags Solicitors, Newcastle 
(Solicitors. The firm has been growing for the past 5 
years. At the start they had 55-60 staff and now have 
200. They expect to have about 250 by the end of 
2003) 

(J09/09/02) 

+200 
(during 2003) 

Sage, Newcastle 
(Software. It plans to create 200 jobs in 2003. Half the 
workforce is expected to move to the new 
headquarters in Newcastle Great Park) 

(J04/12/02) 

+190 2Touch, Sunderland 
(Contact and marketing company. It is hiring 150 
telephone staff and about 40 executives after winning 
a big contract from a blue-chip company) 

(J12/09/03) 

+150-200* 
(Est) 

Pizza Hut, Sunderland 
(Restaurant. Jobs created through the opening of 3 
new restaurants in Sunderland this year. A 4th is also 
opening in the North East, but the exact location is not 
yet known) 

(J18/04/03) 

+152 
(est) 

British Gas, Tyne & Wear 
(Engineers. Tyne & Wear’s share of 380 jobs for the 
NE) 

(J09/10/02) 
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+150* Next, Team Valley Retail Park, Gateshead 

(Fashion retailer. Jobs created through the opening of 
a new store – one of the biggest in the UK) 

(J29/04/03) 

+150 Tyne Tubes, South Shields, South Tyneside 
(Engineering. New jobs created as it gears up to boost 
its turnover by 50% after taking over an Alnmouth 
boatbuilder and the company that built the Angel of 
the North in Gateshead.) 

(J06/11/02) 

+140 More Than Doxford Park, Sunderland 
(Royal Sun Alliance Group) 
(Call Centre. Jobs created as a result of the expansion 
of its call centre) 

(J04/11/02) 

+130* 
(within the year) 

Esmar UK, Stephenson Industrial Estate, 
Washington, Sunderland 
(Car component maker. Jobs for the opening of a new 
factory by the Spanish company. It hopes to have 
transferred all work from its Sunderland plant (a 
major supplier to Nissan) by August 2003) 

(J20/11/02) 

+120 
(over 7 years) 

Onyx Scientific, Sunderland 
(Chemical Research Company. New jobs will be 
mainly on the technical side of the business. It aims to 
recruit many chemistry graduates and postgraduates 
from North East universities) 

(J25/07/03) 

+120 
(Est) 

Ryder, Newcastle 
(Architects. 120 jobs to be created following a merger 
with US architectural firm, HKS, to form RyderHKS. 
The headquarters will be in Newcastle. TWRI 
estimate all 120 jobs will be in Newcastle) 

(J13/06/03) 

+120 Kell Bell International, Longbenton, North Tyneside 
(Shellfish processor. New jobs for expansion into a 
20,000 ft2 factory expected to be operational by 
February 2003. It is moving into making ready meals 
and convenience food for supermarkets) 

(J10/10/02) 

+100 
(over the year) 

Amaro , Metro Riverside Park, Gateshead 
(Leaflet distribution. New jobs created for expected 
major new contracts and relocation to new premises) 

(J26/12/02) 

+100* 
 

Dunelm Mill, Pallion Trading Estate, Sunderland 
(Home furnishings. A new store opened in July at the 
old Focus site, creating around 100 jobs) 

(J09/07/03) 

+100 Washington Metal Works, Felling Industrial Estate, 
Gateshead 
(Metal works. Jobs created as company re-locates 
from Sunderland to Gateshead. It hopes to recruit a 
further 20 soon) [TWRI believe there are 100 job 
gains altogether. This has not been confirmed by 
Washington Metal Works] 

(J12/07/03) 

+100 
(more than) 

A&P, Hebburn, South Tyneside 
(Ship repair. The company is set to sign a £15m refit 
deal which will create more than 100 new jobs, as 
well as safeguarding the current workforce of 250) 

(J05/05/03) 

+100 My Travel North Shields, North Tyneside 
(formerly Airtours) 
(Call centre. New jobs as part of expansion) 

(J18/12/02) 
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+100* Hays Travel, Sunderland 

(Travel Agent. Jobs created with plans to open 3 new 
shops) 

(J07/10/02) 

+100* easyJet, Newcastle Airport, Newcastle 
(Airline company. Jobs created as the budget airline 
sets up in Newcastle Airport. Further 100’s are 
expected to follow) 

J(22/10/02) 

+100 Northern Rock, Gosforth, Newcastle 
(Financial Services. New jobs as part of its expansion 
which will eventually accommodate 1,000 more staff) 

(J31/10/02) 

+100 
(over 5 years) 

Halcrow, Team Valley, Gateshead 
(International consulting engineer. Jobs created for 
expected new contracts) 

(J14/10/02) 

+100 Dickinson Dees, Quayside, Newcastle 
(Law firm. Staff appointed to meet growing demands. 
110 of the staff will also be moved into new offices in 
Eldon Court, Newcastle) 

(J29/01/03) 

+100 Amicus Outsourcing, St. Bede’s Chamber, Jarrow, 
South Tyneside 
(Call centre. Jobs are being created at the former Co-op 
office. It also hopes to create up to 400 more posts as it 
builds up business over 5 years) 

(J26/03/03) 

* = New opening 
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Job Losses 
 
No. of Jobs Company Source 
-600 Amec, Wallsend, North Tyneside 

(Ship builders. 600 ship builders face redundancy 
following the completion of the £300m contract to refit 
the Bonga FPSO) 

(J29/09/03) 

-450 
(over 3 years; natural 
wastage) 

Department for Work and Pensions, Longbenton, 
Newcastle 
(Public sector. The job losses are through natural 
wastage as the benefits service is restructured. The 
government is integrating the Employment Service and 
the social security offices into Jobcentre Plus) 

(J14/05/03) 

-380* Dewhirst, Sunderland 
(Clothing factory. Job losses as a result of the company 
closing 2 of its 3 Sunderland factories) 

(J23/05/03) 

-296 Newcastle University, Newcastle 
(Education. Cost cutting measures have increased 
applications for voluntary redundancy from the 250 
originally predicted to 296) 

(J07/01/03) 

-240 
(Est) 

Royal Mail 
(Mail delivery service. 606 staff in Tyne & Wear, 
Cleveland, Durham and Northumberland will lose their 
jobs because of massive nationwide job cuts) 

(J22/03/03) 

-158 Elmwood Sensors, North Tyneside 
(Thermostat manufacturer. Jobs will go at the North 
Shields company by the end of the year and work 
transferred to China) 

(J23/01/03) 

-140 The Accident Group, Washington, Sunderland 
(Personal injuries. Parent company The Amulet Group 
called in the administrators resulting in the loss of 
2,400 workers nationwide) 

(J31/05/03) 

-119* LG Philips Display, Washington, Sunderland 
(Electrical. Jobs being lost as company closes its plant 
in Washington) 

(J02/04/03) 
(FT10/04/03) 

* = Closure 

 


